Transseptal and retrograde left ventricular catheterization in patients with the stent-mounted porcine xenograft valve prosthesis in the aortic position.
Cardiac catheterization techniques for measuring the systolic pressure gradient across the stent-mounted porcine xenograft in the aortic position and accomplishing left ventriculography are described. The transseptal technique is a rapid and predictable means of entering the left ventricle but requires a highly skilled operator. Retrograde left ventricular catheterization via the femoral artery is a technique familiar to all invasive cardiologists. Usually a pitfall catheter is used. In patients with the stent-mounted procine xenograft in the aortic position, we have found the A2 Multipurpose catheter to be the fastest and most predictable means of entering the left ventricle from the groin. Potential complications of retrograde left ventricular catheterization in patients with aortic valve prostheses are discussed.